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Art becomes i o
reality in ltaly

For centuries the craftspeople of Pietrasanta .
have translated artists’ ideas into marble and bronze

PIETRASANTA, ITALY

B LALRES BEWEMAN

Frases Corviett careod bis firs) ball-size
copw ol Michebingelo’s "Thivid” whin be
was F e would souler the T-doonq0all
miaaerpece Tive mome limes over 80
years in bid farniy's Pariaants works
albien, Ehineling i I e mame chod-cal-
e Carrars mackde that Michelangelo
acdorted from the guarmees of this xea, &
stone firt excavabnd bere by U Roe
Fridid mede Uhan 2000 years agn

“The anclent Ejypleani werked £
wery lind of stons, and so can we MK
Cervietti sadd, "Bul the suane drom
ansinnd et 1 e bhepl”

The quarrkes amoog the marble
cresta of the Apuss Alps — giaming
white, hike snowcaps on e ridges
praks — trandlbormsed (he packet-sine
pown of Pletrasanés (18 population:
00} and it aeToending hasmlets
e lmlys world-remoumed  isulplune
capiial

Pieirasanin couris 35 manble work-
shops and beteoe foandries in RS mene
|4 square mides, sandwiched betwern
ihe moentaing asd e Tyrrbenian Sea
in Tascany. Over e years it has drawn
oeletraed intermalional aniss — 0
cluding Hiney Maore, l3amm Noguchl,
Igr Mitsmj, Jaan Ad. Pernands
oters and Mid d¢ Sainl Phalle — b0
w0l and, in seme cases, o B here,

The town's intimate grid of laned is
eppeseair maseum of marbde ans brosoe,

il TS peabidic monumesnds by artisi ke
Fan Ve, Bobero and Milor) (2 kog:
e bocnl whose fing dodicatod So-
margrms e heduled 1o e here i HIXT)
alongside workshop kofs crowdod with
Pictin and Venua 96 Miss, Yirgs
Maryve wrd Sakwmés. Eiscnbowers and
Faddacn Husseu

As & Blirvmrd of marbde dust blared
the Corviéstl workibon oo a meoent
ikl Me Corviettl walohed Ris som
Hayaio goege dway ilinks of Saride
with s ofitnd wned obd-dashiomes chin-

an sccordson arm — Hayabs Cervie
pakrnzalciegly ireealerred pencilmark
Torations on & plaster sodel of & itand-
g made 1o e Mt soulpiere (aking
shape.

*siachise FunullOWing has had an
imspaen, bast we sl work masualy for
ithe mnt pare™ Me Cervieinl sahd, noting
that the nine-member team make osly
abonat 30 sculpbares & year.

Todiy, OMTPULETS — hypor-poochs
Aigital counlerparns i the pantegragh
— ¢ars three-dimensionaly =an a oom-
pleie madel and Bhen carve ssane 1
bty ot th reRell Ol be a8 inexpres-
sive as s madkee, "0nr artbiand karm Ly
cralt by ey and by b Beire” B skl
*H's time-comsmsing. bet £ arl."

Joff Koorad camme Lo Dervesitl im 1951
wilh Ik Sxaller, then bis wife s
knewn a&i the peen atar Clocioling, b
P O artisans soulpt thelr Bt dor
his “Made = Jbeaven® exhiblron;
Baters, up anil his recent wmolficial re
remens, would Band-deleerr plater
el af Ris el Pygures. here 1o b= re-
incasnated a5 marhie giante

Ad Me Corverl wassiensd through
hels warehaoess. & couple of he aribsts
thai thi Busifess collabesates with oo
diy minghsd with his wtisans (38
streaked with marbls porwdid il Some
wearing the crade’s traditional hat of
ke mrwrprint; " Konp the - dost oo of
ouf halr™ ond aakd).

Mataliva Chernakers, 8 Vermie-baded
Russian astiid whe apeml sic months o
Pieirmsanis kisi year b e the am of
marble-carving aiosghiide 1he ariisans
et whprawend o] bemnorrsduped L isc
e “Her" cach Sppad with & nipsple
and labia And Gusonys YeieT. 3 Lo
Tomiblais writst in Pietrasasta wnce S,
drectodd Ehe smatallaisen ol the back
rmmiie base for " Fitmica,” The ussfulas:
. monolthic culbe be carved Bnom &
AKT. FACE 34
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Iraom marbde bleck ser e msnths,

wiih hefp fram Cerviettis artisans.
Absrvg 5l the activity, Me Corvistins

pallery of 2,800 white plasper seansts

pared oul metely brom Ehe mezsmnine

abist ohjectives ol the beasdors ol & newly
it Jealy.

Henry Moore, the firsl moders amis
&0 sehe i the area. arrrved in 1557 oo
salkd "Reclaing Figors™ e the UN-
ESCO headguariers n Pards. Smines,
B bought & bome i mearby Forte del
Blarmmd sead entiond frisad Bloe Moguchi,
S, Feaem Arp aaed ochers. 10 e aren
Mooro fwrmed o Hennoaur, 4 two-oen-
pery-0ld markle cosspany in .
ing Croerceca dhal mined dhe Mozee Al
Enad=sy gpearries { Micholangelo opened
s b 1518 Towr his pever-semplebed [5:
cmde of the 3an Lorenay chverch in Flor:
eeir), The comtpasy, withch mdw &lis op-
eTnles & Toomdwtion el olfers arseanl
prices for scelpture, owns the emtine
maklesich, st 5 B00-fast-kigh
summil — which i & hairpin drive up
the mosmtainside from the area’s work-

Today Monoe Alvaaimas i hadf carved
arway, B jagged naguml crags cut bc an
amphithealer of Bualking Cubist hief,
chalk-whie and vemsd with pewier
. Thete, men i Mosemdent ofamge
jackeas, dwarfed by the slbir SLone
walls, cul sireaght bocks: 19 foel decp
wilh dismeesd-taothed power fdw and
wires.

=it dirty work here” sald Frasco
Pierottl, Henrsun's kongrises gquarry dis
recior, bis steel-toe boots minking imbo
the pals markls mud. “Bot it Bicined-
ing work”

“The firsl sirtices by fhe marbde block
wee fdil by MaBelanpels But by quasty
workers Mke us” he sald with pirsde
=Wie're the ones that make i€ possible for
Ak b work & mashle”

Now nearing 50, Mr Peerodtl remi-
piscnd alvet fixing benchon of minestrg-
ne, sieak and Chiantl 0> shase with
Bfoce. Teuching his challc 10 & bulidos-
£ Lo ing el b akplcied 5 abep-
Derds reotia desserl of whiskey and
ooltes chat was baloved by the mmist,

Orverr the lad fen decades, Plecraasn.
|ﬂmm%ﬂmhﬂt¢m‘rﬂr-
U it borypoad thee minscube cenber (o
Mﬁm:mmmﬂ
the argist’s stodss remain there. be-

m{mwmmcm
thofis of larpe-scale sculpiure, B ber-
dered by rows of alneicd Bar (ahles
whphp artisrs aed pTisans Contine bo
gather alter a day's wink,

AL one ooreer ol the sguare, & 16ih-
cERlUTY omvent is home (o the Muses
deil Boroetil. or B Mustum of Ma-
quetnis, wisich claims pobe the ooy mu-
ey ol airtiats” plasters in the workd

*H'E & muskeas whets e direen nels-
Eisnahip betwedn artisis and the crafts-
peapee wh | abricated Ehelr wers b vis-

fhbe” s Chirs Celli, the directse, a3
she motiomed towmrd a witrine witha 10-
inth plaster phece by Moguchi, sade in
1963, The sl shessonaly grsrbed tur-
mmﬂ-mmvanpﬂw
poirtd and i, W

Henrwax's artisans imo the TS5-food
“Ding Dong Bat,”™ a serpontioe marbie
sculpbung How &l e Mok hleseum
I Mew York Oy

Sinde i opened in B84, the Bozsets
B b Collleeted mlm L SO0 08 L
meadels that were rendored as full-size
artworka by the losal manikles workilop
an bromss heundises.

Foundrics epenad baore inthe laie 13th
cenlury bo mmphement e markde sle-
dioa” seavioes for srulptors. At i ALas-
simao Dl Chians foundry, ita 30 astians
“afe ll anisla” sakd Frases Del Chissn,
whasse [ather taughl the technegees to
hbm aed i wafloera, "Hicrs ou beasm 6o
CrEf (e woulpiures of Boterd, of Mitora)
v Persne.”

He gestured afound the warehoass
space, [Hied with casiings ol pleces by
Giuscppe Ponone, o lumimary of Nalys
Agie Povesn maovetteenl of 1he 19605 and
TOs. s dowering bronoe nee tmanics
wrre chulernd oo e tofmrrbe Toaod, an
1] ot Chisciied in sl
ir. Ded Chikiine cread o B sculplurcd
in Bronge wilh dhe Fraditbedal poseid
ke gE losk wax castisg: Buobber
mokdh et mcited aousd & oodel, e
pily o plasier. and then lioed with wax
ans] i) with & fadx of clay s sther
material; pace heated, ihe wax melis
et and i replaced with malten Brosne.
The scelplure, onte releassd [rom Lhe
b, can be soddened, podisbed and paks-
nafed ik ws gleaming fEnal frm.

The antigeity of thal process captivat-
ed Guatave Aceves, 8 Mexican paisior
wha mértd to Petradanta egghl vears
BED B0 pivol to sculpture. "Lapilarium”
his traveling opn-air sculptune exibd:
lian calling atvention 10 e eiomal
plight of huoman migraticn, is stheduled

Bocmene of i3 artsans, "thens no
beifer place in the werld b5 make aiilp-
b 1ha artiat dadd of Plotrasassy

Mr Aceves previomsdy ved in Mexico

iy, Mew Fork ansd Paris.

In his sprawhsg warouse stusdio,
Mr. Agewes cued up Mozart's *Mass in C
Minor™ an an operalic sousirach o s
gresmrria. on the aloelis. boads, African-
atyhe Eigures (~We are 2 exilies from -
rica” he xaid) and anasiing horses that
puscieiad ird hagherise shehees and aide,
inchading a kool moddd ke was
frasaformad by Carle Barsts LArie
foesrsdry inio & baliing bronae ateed.

Mmmm.mmqu:i
wanes ared fedidhbons pleces alongoce
the mmisans who cad hia creations, con-
tinuing e region’s Epe-obd collaborm.
e IFadirSon.

thrcagh the sudic, “Painling & & soly
g, Soulptest b a chorus”
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woriouhog and, righl,
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Hosdenda of years nge, =nichmakers
diwiced & 'y 00 CEmEpeT. 16 tound
Ehe biomar — a way fof thedr wealily owe-
el Bell e e a8 during the dark.
sl night

Elctncity and dluminsbsd dishi may
Borve Fendened s modible meslhods
ohsolvde, bk the enchaniing ssund of 2
chiming watch has continued Lo b one
vl P frurll e Feanures of high-end

The sound of timekeeping

Chiming watches are anything but obsolete

special ihems b Soptosber B ihe opEs-
i‘ﬁmm'ﬁ'ﬂ:hﬁnﬁrﬂ'ﬂm
bican, ithis. tme held in Singapere, Bt it
gl 1he Rel. SROGR-030, wirh s esisual
aifisbe fepeater, 1hat smabched the ab-
Lesndion o codeoior

A minule repeaber i the Borological
labed B¢ 8 siriking mechassims Chat
chimes the time (& houri, quartsii and
mbtei] whens e wber Pl 5 bever,
rypheally inseried imbo the xide of the

walch s,
Patck Phiippe has been making
mirrate repeabens sinoe i was Saundod in

TR, st 1his model, & 12-pheee lembied
elgtion, was the firsl it has desigoed
with (he siriking methamisms on the Jal
shcke of Ehe walch & Bt oo b Soer By ke
wiraref Strilting watches, and mminule
repeaters in partioekar. are maske only in
sl el by @ Puaselibal of special-
e companies, and considered among
s st difficull waiched b3 prodoss,
and the mow colleotibde. Lasr month, in
an siscthan af Christies Genevi e
e repeating wrTidwadch Bt Pabcok
Phiippe Eade i HEE for the renosmed
American collecior Henry (raves J
ol for 4353000 Swin franci (about
B midep

in 0L, when the timeplesoe Last wind
pmder he hamemer, i sl for
$3.004.500; the bop dale price eutimale
Eendl b 300 D0,

To st Shite kind of soaring valos
sy e paTplang. Bul the Coamipilca-
ehers cduring charm = in 17E) Loans-
Abrehass Dreguet. one of horoafys
rrates Ereeaiers, dévited e hame

The badss feem i3 & &7 od
inrular pngs S | G,
with bwa alipeed Bammeri. 15 & Siand-
. minute Pepeales, There woald be two
Fongs with the one sineck for the bour
producing 4 doeper note Dhan that
styuck for the minmes. Both pongs av
siruch in ik succession b indcals
aarier-teurs.

A writh sy heatures of highe-end hao-
Ty, R Er, I S The Baman clensend
B MY A Ptk far &
[ - R a
striking mechanism, so watcBmalkers
rely on Ehelr own palgmenl 1o oheale &
wikfen, pure [one and an even lempa that
s harmasnins 0o ihe ear

The minulé repeater is " very cmo-

will b expeiwienond in & wique waE
i @ Palelc, Mr Sterm said, b per-
somally approves cach minule FopRaner
before & b delivened po & Customer =
necisg that, on fird hearing. be pasies
only "abost 70 to 8D percent.” He e
clined 1o iy hirw Sy mEnle repeat:
f8 APt Amng e CORPANY's curmend
paabpat of 1000 peeces 3 year, bl skl
thad & had a daten warchmikers wih
1he cEpeTREnDE b3 WOrk o such plrors
Dnher high-end walch compasies Ll
have itodesnd siviking wabches ihis
fall incheds LMysse MNardin, with #ds
Homrstriloer Phaniom, Ths watch can be
wod B chime She Beouir ared hadf-Fur, aed
it SipadsT e sydems o Eranamil -
Hing soumd via & i devel

vers the besf performancs ever e
eorded on & striking walch”™ reporting.
soured levels of 85 decitsrls to 100 sedli-
e i — o @ sdiard alighaly lowder than
o Dedephene dial none Beard {rom about
Badir e fes. gy

Palrkck Pl'l.n'l.l.-'.l., the oompany’s
ete] exevutive, sakd in am inberviee 2o
pushing 1B eervilops wihen iL CaEne 00
dsund wad pan of the house’s motiva-
gion. “The indusiry alwiys tried 1o find
he answer Bell” b daid Bt we pe-
Skt 14 o semerhing chisshoal or thal
i s an improeerel.

an expression of & typss of are" Mr, Pre-
rikau il Ber Elsughn that Swiss walch
houses should compele 1o produce e
leabest siriking wrhitwatch, & Baiilke
strmar e e Lsivnrs rivaliy nos plan-
ingg oul aumeong hooary brands guch s -
ages, Jaeger-LeCoulre s Balgari
Audirmari Pipes’s Code 1L Super-
sommrie was introduced in Jassary &2
the Sakos Intevnatienal di 1a Haute Hogs
logeie i Geneva. The waoch's technod:
oy, umveibed in MG, reconfliguntd e
simiking mmechambine 5 thi Pongs Mo M
aehied 3 & seundbaard raher than &i-

fasihs ad b peprpeetul cadendar and even
e ioerbillon be be derperalnd le
whal the mdustey woubd Derm mone ul:
(isrciahlle warebeed.

Bt misrsbe reprabery, which fomtinoe
i b prociucod burgedy by hasd and by
rar. femnaln the preserve of more highiy
priced  pieoes. Ulymse  Masdin's
Hourstriker Phastom, lor example, will
b limibedd 0o 35 pheces, ach priced at
T2 500 Swiss francs (§72,7600.
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